It must not be supposed that every one inheriting a consumptive tendency succumbs to it. It is during the yearspreceding maturity that the danger of poor, unhygienic surroundings is greatest, but "if such persons can be kept strong until their forms have developed, they may become the very strongest of the strong."
The conditions are favorable for the development of consumption only when "the system gets 'run down;' then follows a cold, a catarrh, the bacilli of tuberculosis become lodged in the mucous membrane, invade the tissues, and spread."
Speaking of the influence of dusty occupations and of th?~ dust which is inhaled from the streets and in travelling conveyances, the speaker said : "There is no one here who has not had tubercle-bacilli enter his air-passages, but there must be some resisting power which has made it impossible for th& organisms to gain entrance into the system, and which has prevented them from spreading. 
